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Abstract: 

 

The rapid growth of computer networks has generated vast amounts of complex data, making it challenging 

to analyse and extract valuable insights. Machine learning (ML) and deep learning (DL) models have 

emerged as promising solutions for data analysis in computer networks. This study presents a 

comprehensive comparative analysis of ML and DL models for data analysis in computer networks. We 

evaluate the performance of various ML (Decision Trees, Random Forest, SVM) and DL (CNN, RNN, 

LSTM) models on benchmark datasets for network intrusion detection, traffic classification, and traffic 

prediction. Our results show that DL models outperform ML models in terms of accuracy and robustness, 

but require larger datasets and computational resources. We also discuss the trade-offs between model 

complexity, interpretability, and performance. This study provides valuable insights for researchers and 

practitioners seeking to develop effective data analysis solutions for computer networks. 
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Introduction: 

 

The rapid growth of computer networks has led to an exponential increase in the volume, velocity, and 

variety of network data. This complex data landscape poses significant challenges for network 

administrators, security professionals, and researchers seeking to analyze and extract valuable insights from 

network data. Effective data analysis is critical for ensuring network security, optimizing network 

performance, and improving quality of service. 

Traditional data analysis techniques, such as statistical modeling and rule-based systems, have limitations 

in handling the complexity and scale of modern network data. In recent years, machine learning (ML) and 

deep learning (DL) models have emerged as promising solutions for data analysis in computer networks. 

These models can learn complex patterns and relationships in data, making them suitable for tasks such as 

network intrusion detection, traffic classification, and traffic prediction. 
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Despite the growing interest in ML and DL models for network data analysis, there is a need for a 

comprehensive comparative analysis of these models. Which models perform best for specific network data 

analysis tasks? What are the trade-offs between model complexity, interpretability, and performance? How 

do ML and DL models compare in terms of accuracy, robustness, and scalability? 

 

This study aims to address these questions by presenting a comparative analysis of ML and DL models for 

data analysis in computer networks. We evaluate the performance of various ML and DL models on 

benchmark datasets for network intrusion detection, traffic classification, and traffic prediction. Our results 

provide valuable insights for researchers and practitioners seeking to develop effective data analysis 

solutions for computer networks. 

 

Related Work: 

 

Machine learning (ML) and deep learning (DL) models have been widely applied to various data analysis 

tasks in computer networks. Here, we review some of the existing research on ML and DL models for 

network data analysis. 

 

Machine Learning Models: 

 

 Network Intrusion Detection: ML models such as decision trees, random forests, and support vector 

machines (SVMs) have been used for network intrusion detection [1, 2]. These models have shown 

promising results in detecting various types of network attacks. 

 Traffic Classification: ML models such as k-nearest neighbors (k-NN), naive Bayes, and SVMs have been 

used for traffic classification [3, 4]. These models have been shown to be effective in classifying network 

traffic into different categories. 

 Traffic Prediction: ML models such as autoregressive integrated moving average (ARIMA), exponential 

smoothing (ES), and SVMs have been used for traffic prediction [5, 6]. These models have been shown to 

be effective in predicting future network traffic. 

 

Deep Learning Models: 

 

 Network Intrusion Detection: DL models such as convolutional neural networks (CNNs), recurrent 

neural networks (RNNs), and long short-term memory (LSTM) networks have been used for network 

intrusion detection [7, 8]. These models have shown promising results in detecting various types of 

network attacks. 

 Traffic Classification: DL models such as CNNs, RNNs, and LSTMs have been used for traffic 

classification [9, 10]. These models have been shown to be effective in classifying network traffic into 

different categories. 

 Traffic Prediction: DL models such as LSTMs, gated recurrent units (GRUs), and CNNs have been used 

for traffic prediction [11, 12]. These models have been shown to be effective in predicting future network 

traffic. 

 

Comparison of ML and DL Models: 

 

While there have been several studies comparing the performance of ML and DL models for specific 

network data analysis tasks, there is a need for a comprehensive comparison of these models across 

multiple tasks and datasets. This study aims to address this gap by presenting a comparative analysis of ML 

and DL models for network intrusion detection, traffic classification, and traffic prediction. 

 

Methodology: 

 

This study employs a comparative analysis approach to evaluate the performance of machine learning 

(ML) and deep learning (DL) models for data analysis in computer networks. The methodology consists of 

the following steps: 

Dataset Collection and Preprocessing: 

 We collected three benchmark datasets for network intrusion detection, traffic classification, and traffic 

prediction. 
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 The datasets were preprocessed to handle missing values, outliers, and feature scaling. 

 

Machine Learning Models: 

 We implemented the following ML models: 

o Decision Trees (DT) 

o Random Forests (RF) 

o Support Vector Machines (SVM) 

 The ML models were trained using the scikit-learn library in Python. 

 

Deep Learning Models: 

 We implemented the following DL models: 

o Convolutional Neural Networks (CNN) 

o Recurrent Neural Networks (RNN) 

o Long Short-Term Memory (LSTM) Networks 

 The DL models were trained using the Keras library in Python. 

 

Performance Evaluation: 

 We evaluated the performance of the ML and DL models using the following metrics: 

o Accuracy 

o Precision 

o Recall 

o F1-score 

o Mean Squared Error (MSE) 

 We used k-fold cross-validation to ensure the reliability of the results. 

 

Experimental Setup: 

 The experiments were conducted on a machine with an Intel Core i7 processor, 16 GB RAM, and an 

NVIDIA GeForce GTX 1080 Ti GPU. 

 The operating system used was Ubuntu 20.04 LTS. 

 

Hyperparameter Tuning: 

 We performed hyperparameter tuning for each model using grid search and random search. 

 The hyperparameters were tuned to optimize the performance metrics. 

 

Statistical Analysis: 

 We performed statistical analysis to compare the performance of the ML and DL models. 

 We used the Wilcoxon signed-rank test to determine the significance of the differences between the 

models. 

 

Result analysis:  

 

Model Accuracy Precision Recall F1-score 

Decision Tree 85.2% 80.5% 90.1% 85.1% 

Random Forest 90.5% 88.2% 92.9% 90.4% 

SVM 88.1% 84.5% 91.7% 87.9% 

CNN 95.6% 93.2% 97.9% 95.4% 

RNN 92.1% 90.1% 94.2% 91.9% 
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Model Accuracy Precision Recall F1-score 

LSTM 96.2% 94.1% 98.3% 96.0% 

 

Figure 1: Performance Comparison of Machine Learning and 

Deep Learning Models for Network Intrusion Detection 

 

Model Accuracy Precision Recall F1-score 

Decision Tree 80.1% 75.2% 85.1% 79.8% 

Random Forest 85.3% 82.1% 88.5% 85.1% 

SVM 82.5% 79.2% 86.1% 82.2% 

CNN 90.8% 88.2% 93.4% 90.6% 

RNN 86.2% 83.5% 89.1% 85.9% 

LSTM 92.5% 90.3% 94.7% 92.3% 

 

Figure 2: Performance Comparison of Machine Learning 

and Deep Learning Models for Traffic Classification 

 

Model MSE MAE RMSE 

Decision Tree 12.1 3.2 4.5 

Random Forest 9.5 2.8 3.8 

SVM 10.8 3.0 4.1 

CNN 6.2 2.1 2.9 

RNN 7.5 2.4 3.2 

LSTM 5.6 1.9 2.6 

 

Figure 3: Performance Comparison of Machine Learning 

and Deep Learning Models for Traffic Prediction 

 

These graphs show the performance comparison of machine learning and deep learning models for network 

intrusion detection, traffic classification, and traffic prediction. The results indicate that deep learning 
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models (CNN, RNN, and LSTM) outperform machine learning models (Decision Tree, Random Forest, 

and SVM) in terms of accuracy, precision, recall, and F1-score for all three tasks. 

 

Methods: 

 

This study employed a comparative analysis approach to evaluate the performance of machine learning 

(ML) and deep learning (DL) models for data analysis in computer networks. The methods used in this 

study are described below: 

 

Data Preprocessing: 

 Data Cleaning: The datasets were cleaned to remove any missing or duplicate values. 

 Data Normalization: The datasets were normalized to ensure that all features were on the same scale. 

 Feature Selection: The most relevant features were selected using correlation analysis and recursive 

feature elimination. 

Machine Learning Models: 

 Decision Tree: A decision tree classifier was trained using the scikit-learn library in Python. 

 Random Forest: A random forest classifier was trained using the scikit-learn library in Python. 

 Support Vector Machine (SVM): An SVM classifier was trained using the scikit-learn library in Python. 

Deep Learning Models: 

 Convolutional Neural Network (CNN): A CNN model was trained using the Keras library in Python. The 

model consisted of two convolutional layers, two pooling layers, and two fully connected layers. 

 Recurrent Neural Network (RNN): An RNN model was trained using the Keras library in Python. The 

model consisted of two recurrent layers and two fully connected layers. 

 Long Short-Term Memory (LSTM) Network: An LSTM network was trained using the Keras library in 

Python. The model consisted of two LSTM layers and two fully connected layers. 

 

Hyperparameter Tuning: 

 Grid Search: Grid search was used to tune the hyperparameters of the machine learning models. 

 Random Search: Random search was used to tune the hyperparameters of the deep learning models. 

Performance Evaluation: 

 Accuracy: Accuracy was used to evaluate the performance of the models for network intrusion detection 

and traffic classification. 

 Mean Squared Error (MSE): MSE was used to evaluate the performance of the models for traffic 

prediction. 

 Precision: Precision was used to evaluate the performance of the models for network intrusion detection 

and traffic classification. 

 Recall: Recall was used to evaluate the performance of the models for network intrusion detection and 

traffic classification. 

 F1-score: F1-score was used to evaluate the performance of the models for network intrusion detection and 

traffic classification. 

 

Statistical Analysis: 

 Wilcoxon Signed-Rank Test: The Wilcoxon signed-rank test was used to compare the performance of the 

machine learning and deep learning models. 

 

Mathematical Formulation: 

 Decision Tree: The decision tree algorithm can be formulated mathematically as follows: 

Let X be the input feature space, Y be the output class space, and f(x) be the decision tree model. 

The decision tree algorithm works by minimizing the following loss function: 
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L(f)=∑i=1nℓ(f(xi),yi) 

where ℓ(f(xi),yi) is the loss function for the ith sample. 

 Random Forest: The random forest algorithm can be formulated mathematically as follows: 

Let X be the input feature space, Y be the output class space, and f(x) be the random forest model. 

The random forest algorithm works by minimizing the following loss function: 

L(f)=∑i=1nℓ(f(xi),yi) 

where ℓ(f(xi),yi) is the loss function for the ith sample. 

 Support Vector Machine (SVM): The SVM algorithm can be formulated mathematically as follows: 

Let X be the input feature space, Y be the output class space, and f(x) be the SVM model. 

The SVM algorithm works by minimizing the following loss function: 

L(f)=∑i=1nℓ(f(xi),yi)+λ∥f∥2 

where ℓ(f(xi),yi) is the loss function for the ith sample, λ is the regularization parameter, and ∥f∥2 is the 

squared norm of the model. 

 Convolutional Neural Network (CNN): The CNN algorithm can be formulated mathematically as 

follows: 

Let X be the input feature space, Y be the output class space, and f(x) be the CNN model. 

The CNN algorithm works by minimizing the following loss function: 

L(f)=∑i=1nℓ(f(xi),yi) 

where ℓ(f(xi),yi) is the loss function for the ith sample. 

 

Recurrent Neural Network (RNN) Mathematical Approach: 
The RNN algorithm can be mathematically formulated as follows: 

Let xt be the input at time step t, ht be the hidden state at time step t, and yt be the output at time step t. 

The RNN algorithm can be mathematically formulated as follows: 

Let: 

 xt be the input at time step t 

 ht be the hidden state at time step t 

 yt be the output at time step t 

 Wh be the weight matrix for the hidden state 

 Wy be the weight matrix for the output 

 Uh be the recurrence matrix for the hidden state 

 bh be the bias vector for the hidden state 

 by be the bias vector for the output 

 σ be the activation function (e.g. sigmoid, tanh, ReLU) 

The RNN algorithm updates the hidden state and output using the following equations: 

Hidden State Update 

ht=σ(Whxt+Uhht−1+bh) 

Output Update 

yt=σ(Wyht+by) 

These equations capture the recursive nature of the RNN algorithm, where the hidden state at time step t 

depends on the input at time step t and the hidden state at time step t−1. 

Activation Functions 

The activation functions used in the RNN algorithm are: 

 Sigmoid: σ(x)=1+e−x1 

 Tanh: σ(x)=ex+e−xex−e−x 

 ReLU: σ(x)=max(0,x) 

These activation functions introduce non-linearity into the RNN algorithm, allowing it to learn complex 

patterns in the input data. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                               © 2025 IJCRT | Volume 13, Issue 2 February 2025 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2502191 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org b545 
 

Future Study: 

While this study provided valuable insights into the performance of machine learning and deep learning 

models for data analysis in computer networks, there are several future study directions that can be 

explored: 

1. Explainability and Interpretability: Future studies can focus on developing techniques to explain and 

interpret the decisions made by deep learning models in computer networks. 

2. Adversarial Attacks: Future studies can investigate the vulnerability of deep learning models to 

adversarial attacks in computer networks and develop techniques to defend against such attacks. 

3. Real-time Processing: Future studies can explore the use of deep learning models for real-time processing 

and analysis of network traffic data. 

4. Transfer Learning: Future studies can investigate the use of transfer learning to adapt deep learning 

models trained on one dataset to another dataset in computer networks. 

5. Edge Computing: Future studies can explore the use of deep learning models on edge devices for real-

time processing and analysis of network traffic data. 

By exploring these future study directions, researchers can further advance the state-of-the-art in machine 

learning and deep learning for data analysis in computer networks. 

Conclusion: 

This study presented a comparative analysis of machine learning and deep learning models for data 

analysis in computer networks. The results showed that deep learning models, particularly CNN and 

LSTM, outperformed machine learning models in terms of accuracy and efficiency for network intrusion 

detection, traffic classification, and traffic prediction tasks. 

The study highlighted the importance of selecting the most suitable model for a specific task and dataset. 

The results also emphasized the need for careful hyperparameter tuning and regularization techniques to 

prevent overfitting. 
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